STUDENT DAYS IN AMERICA
blems which are apt to bring it into conflict with the powers that
be. contents itself with finding remedial measures for social
and economic ills. Afraid to tackle these problems at the root,
it seeks nevertheless to do what it can to ameliorate conditions
of poverty, ignorance and ill-health. Thus it spares no pains to
organise community centres which will provide opportunities
for entertainment, recreation and education in slum areas, to
run innumerable schools for normal children as well as special
schools for the deaf, the dumb, the blind, the crippled and the
mentally defective, to found libraries and research institutions,
to establish hospitals to look after the sick, retreats for the old
and the infirm, homes for orphans and for fallen women, and
missions for work abroad. America is rich in institutions such
as these, and in so far as it proceeds from an honest desire to do
\v!iat is possible for the unprivileged, it is praiseworthy.
CENTRALISED CHARITY
But efficient as charitable institutions may be in their own
way. they lack the human touch which makes all the difference
in the world to a man in need. Take for example the way a man
who is down and out is treated in the United States. Tnc law
prohibits begging and so no beggars are to be found in the streets
of American cities, but that is not to say that there are no desti-
tutes. There are: only they are forced to enter work-houses. I
saw one in New York City and I cannot forget the angry expres-
sion on the faces of the men lined up. They resented our cu-
riosity in their hour of destitution and humiliation, and seemed
to rebel at the economic system which drove them to the work-
house. Here the new-comer was registered, medically examined,
his clothes taken from him and fumigated, he was made to bathe,
and change into work-house uniform,, and then to line up for
his soup, vegetables and bread. He got a clean bed along with
numerous others in a hall, and given work whereby he paid for
his food. A certain amount from his wage was credited to Ms
ai-eount from day to day to be given to him when he left the work-
house. His history was recorded and, when possible, employ-
ment was found for him* All this sounds very good. And yet
work-houses were most unpopular. No one went there of Ms own.
free will. It was more or less like a prison where the police took
vagrants and people who had no visible means of livelihood.
Tfaejr were given hard work and very little in the way of wages,